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WO “DEPUTY PRESlDENTS"

Ikes Ideas About !mprovmg orf "Imposs:ble Job"

The Presidency hos got to be
reorganized. That's’ Mr.. Eisen-

two terms

Changes the President has i ln;'
reported in -

mind were first
“U.S. News & World Report* two
yeors ago.

The aim: Free the Prescdeni
give him time for
big decisions. But there are road-

“blocks, in the Constitution and in-

Congress.

"\t a dinfler meeting with business
“caders carlier this year, "President
Fisenhower remarked that he felt that
there would have to be a change made,
sooucr or later, in the way the ‘White
Hose s urg]miod and operates.

The President said that, after his suc-e
ceswson had been elected in November,

1960, he probably would have something

L sy on the White House setup, as well

as an other subjects.

Wit the President has in mind was
first revedled in the issue of “U. S. News
& Waorld Report” dated Nov. 22,1957,
Flne snticle gave the first comprehen-

siveseport on the operation of the White ™ -

Howse, made with the co-operation of
the President’s staff.

From ‘an intimate. One of those most
mtiniitely  acquainted  with  President
Fiyenhower's views  then expressed it
this e ’

1 think Jthat the Prnsxdency as it is.
o et up is dan nnpowb]e )Ob

"l President is required to be Chief
of State, Chiel Executive, Commander

i Cluet of ‘the amfed forces, constitu-
(e espensible for foreign  policy
wd hoadk of o political party. He cannot
get out of any one of those jobs. He.
cannot ey l(](
'n.t & not the dlfflcuhy

“The diffienlty 1s, in the first place, .
that the Presidency is not yet organized

to make it possible for the President to
" attend to and make decisions on the im-.

In the second "place,

portunt matters.,

the - President is saddled. with too many- ;‘-'

¢ 'mu «“that never should come o -him
“Herhert Hoover suggested to a’ con-

. wressional committee the need- for some-

think like in Fxccutlve Vice President. It
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final * responsxblhty But

" thit the-

'13 a diﬁicult 1dea, politically, of course, but
the Presidency will never be workable

. until. there is something like it. Maybe
- hower’s conclusion after necﬂy K

two Executive Vice Presidents, in fact.

* “1t may be that some day we will have
.to come to an Executive Vice. President
for domestic affairs and another Execu-

tive Vice Prestdent for defense and for- -
. éign effairs.” :

Plans for action. Those are the Presi-
dent’s- ideas, for aides who could serve
as his deputies in many ways, as outlined
by a close adviser more than two years
ago in “U.S. News & World Report.”

- This ‘man, who knows the' Presadents

plans, revealed in the same articlé that
Mr. Eisenhower, when he completes his -
present term, ‘intends to ‘write and. talk

;

o
o

: -—RM in Los Mm “Times"
“SOME\'['"NG FOR BOTH PARTIES
. TO 'I'H!NK ABOUT” ’

¢.'ﬂv"'" A Y

_about the worﬁ‘mgx of the Presxdemy
- and of ‘the: changes he feels are needed.

to make the task moré manageable.
It has been 3 that the elécted

Yice President anoﬁeninﬁlc

Whimmus md arve as what amounu
an Executive Vice President. :
Th't ‘plan; White House oﬂ'icials pomt
put; is not practicable for two reasons; Ope
reasory. is _that tbe Constitution requires
r preside gver the .

President cgnmt be.

the Covemments No. 2 executive officer
' and serve as the presiding officer of a leg
. islative body as well. The second reason is
that an elected Vice President in th¥ No. 2
. executive spot would be in an ideal spot to
assure his later nomination for the Presi-
dency. Congress would never agree to that.
President Eisenhower has discovered
that, whichever way he tums to make
the Presidency a more workable office,
he runs-into trouble.

Early in his second term, the Presi

dent-was persuaded that it would hg o

good -idea-to create a .new office in the
.White House to co-ordinate policy be-
tween the Department of State and the
Department of Defense. He planned to

call on Walter B. (Beedle) Smith—lhis -

-.staff chief during Werld War I1-to fill
fhe post. The whole plan ran into strong
- opposition and bad to be abandoned.

‘tke’s statf system. Mr. Eiscnlower
has developed a staff system witlhun the
White House. This is reported to be a
big improvement over the orguauization
in pré-Eisenhower days, but it .is not
formal arrangement, and the stafi chief
cannot speak for the President on mat-
“ters of policy. -

A report has-just been printed that
President Elsenhower will ask Conz.,ress
to create a new “super” office in the
White House—with rank comparable to
that of Prime Minister in Greut Britain

or Chancellor in Germany. The only

" trouble with that idea is that it would

require an amendment to the Constitu-
tion to bring it into effect—to be .up-
groved by a two-thirds vote of both
cuses of Congress and to be ratified by

- three quarters of the States.
Little chance. Politicians say that there

is siot @ ghost of a chance that this

change could be made in the Constitu-

- tion. The President cannot delegate his

constitutional duty to serve as Command-
er in Chief of the armed forces and under
- the Constxtuhon he alone, by -and with
the corisent of the Senate, can enter into
treaties and conduct foreign relations.
What - President Eisenhower has dis-

coverad is that you run up against road
bldcks whenever an idea is advanced to
- creaté on Aadstant ‘President” armed
with real’ power. In the future, as in
. the past, many White House officials
have concluded, the office of President
will be_changed~if at -all-by. additions.
to the White House staff and by delega-
tion".of more administrative details to
"that staff.. "“.-_»— (®ND)
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